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HEPATOBILIARY

Understanding when to scan the gallbladder

There are many potential disease processes that cause pain in the right upper quadrant (RUQ) of the abdomen.

Are there gallstones?

Subphrenic abscess Cirrhosis Bud-Chiari syndrome

Primary or
metastatic
carcinoma

Amebic abscess

Hepatitis

Gallbladder hydrops
or Courvoisier
gallbladder

Hodgkin disease

Common duct stone
Carcinoma of
the colon

Pancreatic pseudocyst

Polycystic kidney

Pancreatic carcinoma

Hypernephroma

Obstructive uropathy

Using ultrasound to evaluate the gallbladder and rule out pathology is a safe and efficient tool to consider
when formulating your work-up plan.



